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STo  NEOTS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANI'TUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE:  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1959. 

Jjir.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1959. 

No  major  change  has  Been  observed  in  the  general  health  of  the 
population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  district  indicates  an  upward  trend  compared 
with  the  previous  year  and  is  now  well  above  the  national  average. 

\ 

The  Death  Rate  on  the  other  hand  shows  a  downvfard  trend  and  remains 
well  below  the  figure  for  England  and  Hales  as  a  whole. 

There  was  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  disease  during  the  year  under  review  as 
compared  with  1958, 

Over  90  per  cent  of  the  notifications  were  in  respect  of  measles  - 
an  outbreak  of  which  began  in  December,  1958  and  affected  the  town 
pretty  severely  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year. 

Work  commenced  on  a  major  extension  to  the  sewage  disposal  works , 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  completed  during  i960.  This 
is  to  take  additional  flows  from  Eaton  Socon  in  Bedfordshire,  Southoe 
and  Little  Paxton  in  the  St.Neots  Rural  District  and  also  from  general 
development  within  the  Urban  District, 

The  Cambridge  Road  housing  scheme  (Longsands  Estate)  is  under  v/ay 
and  an  additional  3^  houses  -  known  as  Shirdley  Estate  -  has  been 
commenced  in  l^nesbury.  Council  flats  in  Huntingdon  Street  are  in 
the  course  of  construction  and  the  majority  of  the  17  dwellings  in 
the  scheme  were  occupied  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


A  water  main  to  serve  about  40  Council  houses  either  built  or 
under  construction  in  Cambridge  Street  was  laid  during  the  year. 
In  addition  proposals  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  to  complete 
the  ring  main  round  the  town  and  also  to  construct  a  second 
reservoir  to  increase  storage  capacity. 

Restrictions  on  the  use  of  hosepipes  for  the  purpose  of  washing 
cars  and  watering  gardens  had  to  be  imposed  due  to  the  dry 
weather  in  order  to  maintain  adequate  supplies  for  domestic  and 
commercial  purposes. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  kindness  and  consideration  during  the  past  year,  and  all 
Officers  for  their  kind  help  and  co-operation. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Jo  CALDWELL. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
J,  CALDWELL,  LRCP&S.(ED)  o  ,LRFP&S.(G-I)  .  ,DPH. 


Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
SoDcCOX,  FFSo,  ‘MSHo,  MSIAo,  MIISEo 


Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Assistant  Surveyor 

R.  PULFORD,  Cert. SIB., r^APHI. 


Junior  Assistant  Surveyor 
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Y/aterv^-orks  Engineer 
W.Y/.MAWBY 
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STATISTICS  ATTO  SOCIAL  COI-IDITIONS  OF  THE  MM 

Area:  1.591  acres.  St.Neots  996  Eynes'bury  393 
Estimate*!  Population:  Mid  1958  5 >250.  Mid  1959  5 >280 

ST.  NEOTS 

Private  hous es  "703 

Shops  etc.,  with  private  houses  attached  ...  90 

ETOESBURY 

Private  hous  es  .••  ...  •••  •••  •••  329 

Shops  etc.,  with  private  houses  attached  ...  15 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

As  at  31st  December,  1959  :  £  71  >593 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  :  £  287 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  births 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

48 

44 

92 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

50 

45 

95 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated  population  18.0 
Comparability  Factor  1  .04 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated  populations  18,7 
(Ditto  for  England  &  Wales)  16.5 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  40*4 

(Ditto  for  England  &  Wales)  20.7 


Total  4  -  4 


Deaths 

10.6 

0.89 

9-4 

11 ,6 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

Legitimate 
Illegitima.te 

Total 


Crude  Death  Rate  per 

(all  ages)  28  28  56  1000  estimated  population 

Comparability  Factor 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  estimated  population 
(Ditto  for  England  &  Wales) 


Death  Rates  of  Infante  under  1  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  •••*  •• 
(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  •  ••••  «•••  ••••  •« 
Legitimate  infants  per  1  ,000 legitimate  live  births  .. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1  ,000  illegitimate  live  births 


10.5 
22.0 
1 0.86 
Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

M  F  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


G-ENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HK4LTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  MEA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  Laboratory  Facilities  have  been  available  to 
this  authority  and  to  G-eneral  Practitioners  in  the  area:- 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel:  Cambridge  55526, 

Public  Analyst  (S  .G-reenburgh,  PhoD.  ,B.Sc.  ,PoI  eC  „) 

Tennis on  Road,  Cambridge,  Tel:  Cambridge  2097# 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service, 
have  been  available  on  Doctor’s  orders,  Tel:  Huntingdon  3A8* 

( c)  Home  Nursing 

Two  Nurse/Midwives  living  in  St.Neots  (Tel:  St.Neots  21 5 
and  StoNeots  725)  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon 
County  Council,  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attended 
Maternity  Cases  in  the  district. 
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( Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 
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(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council:- 


Clinic 

Minor 

ailments 

Infant 

welfare 

Dental 


(ii) 

Clinic 

Chest 

Venereal 

Diseases 


Ortho¬ 

paedic 


Patients  seen 
Schoolchildren 


Children 
(O  -  5  years) 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren 
Pre-natal  and 
nursing  mothers 


When  held 

1st  Thursday  in  month 
1 0,30  -  1 1  ,30a,m. 


Where  held 

Liberal  Club, 
St.Neots , 


Every  Thursday  and  ditto, 

Wednesday  2  -  4  p,m. 


Every  Tuesday  &  Thursday  C  of  E  Girls 
9  a,m,  -  12  noon  School,  Huntingdo 

1  ,30  -  4.30  p.m,  St,  St,  Neots, 


The  following  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board: - 


Patients  seen 
All  ages 


All  cases 


Males 

Females 

Pre-school  and 
Schoolchildren 


\¥hen  held 

Every  Thursday  IO  a.m. 
-12  noon. 


Where  held 

County  Hospital 
Huntingdon, 


Mondays  3-7  P#m,  Addenbrooke* s 

YiTednesdays  4  -  6,30p,m,  Hospital,  Camb, 


Mondays  5 *30-7  p#m, 
Y/ednesdays  5o30-7p.m, 
Tuesdays  10,30-12  noon 
Thursdays  5<>30-7p*m, 


Out-Pa.tients 
Department, 
Memorial  Hospt, 
Pe  t  erb  or  ou  gh , 


1  st  &  3^d  Monday  in  Liberal  Club, 

each  month  (Sister)  St. Neots, 

1 0  a.m,  -  1  2  noon. 


(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service: - 

Clinic  Patient  seen  IVhen  held  'Yhere  held 

Ophthal-  Pre-school  and  1  st  &  3^d  Friday  in  Old  Grammar 

mic  Schoolchildren  each  month  10,30  a,m,  -  School, 

12  noon,  2-3  p.m,  Huntingdon, 
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Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical, 
G-ynaecological  and  Dental  Out-Patients  Clinics  are  held  at 
Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  at  Addenbrooke^ s  Hospital, 
Cambridge  to  whom  General  Practitioners  can  lef er  their  patients 
for  specialist  investigation* 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


Fever 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 

were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough 
or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital  Huntingdon  and  Addenbrooke* s  Hospital,  Cambridge, 

i^aternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Maternity 
Hospital,  Huntingdon  or  to  Mill  Road  Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 
"JTho oping  cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Typhoid  Fever 
kcTkte  Poliomyelitis 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Food  Poisoning 
Dys entery 
Erysipelas 


Total  Cases 
Notified 

5 

3 

223 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 
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(Registrar  G-eneral*s  List) 


List  No 


1  . 

2. 

3. 

k. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11  • 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Cause 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  Sz  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

C  or  onary  dis  eas  e ,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  repiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male  Female 


3 

5 

3 

1 

4 
1 

2 

1 

1 


4 

2 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 


2 


10 

1 


Total  all  causes 


28 


28 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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Total  number  on  Register  at  31  st  December,  1959  ...  19 

Pulmonary  i2  Non-pulmonary  ...  7 

Nev;  cases  -  Diagnosed  New  Cases  Transfers 

Age 

Periods 


0  .. 

1  .. 

5  .. 

10  * 

15  . 
20  , 
25  . 
35  . 
45  . 
55  . 


65  and 

upwards  1 


TOTALS 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or 
under  section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936>  v/hich  deals  v^ith 
the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  .m)  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HE.YLTH 
_ INSPECTOR  FOR  1  959 _ 


To  the  I'EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HK4LTH 


Sir, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  the  AnnuaJ.  Report  for  1959 
recording  the  work  of  your  Inspectors  for  inclusion  with  your 
own  report. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  increase  in  slaughtering 
figures  is  lower  than  previous  years  since  decontol  in  1  954« 
This  undoubtedly  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  present  premises 
are  being  used  to  ca.pacity  and  will  not  permit  such  ra.pid 
increases . 

The  hot  summer  brought  its  problems  'with  fly  nuisances  in 
many  parts  of  the  town.  A  concentration  in  ice  cream  sampling 
v^ras  carried  out  bearing  in  mind  high  sales  a.nd  the  possibility 
of  lower  standards,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  ho'^-ever  that  my 
fears  were  not  justified,  and  only  3  samples  out  of  53  v/ere 
found  unsatisfactory. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  a.nd  guidance,  your¬ 
self  and  other  Officers  and  Staff  of  the  Council  for  their 
co-operation  and  help. 


I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 
SoDoCOX 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public 

HeaJth  Ins  rector. 
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AITOJAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  mP4LTH  INSPECTOR  ETC , 

Visits  and  Inspecij-on;^  made  1959 


Public  Health  Act 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances  including  revisits  ...  69 
V erminous  premis  es  . . .  i 
Infectious  diseases  -  inquiries  &  disinfection  ...  A 
Privies,  ashpits,  ea,rth  closets  ...  5 
Drainage  inspections  -  sewers  included  (old  &  new)  ...  3A0 
Tents,  vans,  sheds  -^.nd  moveable  dwellings  p..  A5 
Smoke  abatement  -  observations  etc.  ...  30 
Streams  and  watercourses  ...  5 
Vacant  land  ...  6 
Refuse  tip  -  control  and  operation  ...  122 
Refuse  collection,  complaints,  organisation  etc.  ...  26 
Council  houses  maintenance  -  repa^irs,  surveys  etc.  ...  21 6O 
Byelaws  -  inspections  of  new  and  proposed  work  etc,  ...  2A3 
Keeping  animals  ...  8 
Offensive  trades  ...  - 
Water  supplies  -  including  sampling  ...  12 
Public  Conveniences  ...  31 
Licenced  premises  ...  15 


Housing  Act 

Houses  inspected  --  slum  clearance,  improvements  etc 
Housing  applications  (for  Council  houses) 

Small  dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  -  valuations  etc 
Improvement  Grants  -  advice,  work  in  progress  etc. 

Rent  Act 

Disrepair  inspections  ...  3 


130 

10 

29 
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Po.ctories  and  v;ork  places  inspected  , . ,  30 

Outvforkers  premises  visited  ,,,  - 

Fire  Escape  inspections  -  including  revisits  ...  2 

Shop  Act 

Shops  inspected  -  health  and  comfort  etc  '  100 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  etn 


Bakehouses  inspected  -  including  revisits  ...  7 
G-eneral  food  shop»s  -  including  revisits  ...  37 
Fried  Fish  Shops  -  including  revisits  ...  2 
Food  preparing  premises  ...  9 
Slaughterhouses  (meat  inspection  etc)  ...  6l1 
Puhlic  Houses  ...  11 
Markets  and  Market  stalls  ...  1 62 
Food  inspection  visits  (other  than  meat  inspection)  ...  15 
Restaurants  and  cafds  -  including  sampling  visits  ...  12 
Ice  cream  premises  -  including  sampling  visits  ...  107 
Da.iries  -  including  sampling  visits  ...  3^ 
Butchers  ...  1 5 
Hotels  e . .  ,3 
Fishmongers  ...  6 


Miscellaneous 


Pet  Animals  Act 

#  •  # 

k 

Rat  and  mice  infestation  (not  including  Rodent 

Operative) .1 

28 

Interviev/s  generally 

•  •  • 

1585 

Miscellaneous  visits 

•  #  • 

273 

Visits  under  Petroleum  Acts 

0  •  • 

5 

Nev7  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection 

•  •  • 

92 

District  and  classified  roads,  scavenging,  gulley 

emptying  etc. 

0  9  9 

1  22 

Total  visits  and 

inspections  made 


» •  • 
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Notices  Served  and  complied  v/ith  1959  (including  verbal) 


Type  of  Notice 


outstanding 

Served  Complied  End  of  End  of 
_____  with  1 95Q  1 959 


Public  Health  4c t  inf'ormal  4 
Public  Health  Act  formal  1 
Housing  Acts  informal  - 
Housing  Act  formal  - 
Fcactories  Acts  informal  2 
Pood  and  Drugs  Acts  informal  5 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regs , inf ormal  - 
Petroleum  Acts  inf  orm^al  - 
Pet  Animals  Acts  informal  - 


19 


26  11 

1 


1  3 

18  7 


LICENCES  ISSUED 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

Slaughtering  licences  . 

Public  Health  lets 

Marine  Store  dealers  • 

Knackers  Yard  , 

Slaughterhouses  ilct  1  95A 

Slaughterhouses  -  private  • 

Petroleum  Acts 

Petroleum  • 

Carbide  of  Calcium  . 

Cellulose  • 

Rubber  solutions 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 
Dealers  licences 
Supplementary  licences 

Game  Act  1931 

Game  dealers  • 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act  -  registrations  to  date 
Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  • 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
Pressed,  potted  and  preserved  meats  etc  • 

Pet  Animals  Acts  1 951 

Pet  animals  licences  • 

Caravan,  licences  (individual)  • 


Caravan  Sites 


9 
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IM’OmiilL  FOOD  ETC  SAMPLES 


Ice  cream 

The  following  samples  of  ice  cream  were  iaken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Cambridge: 


G-rade  1 . 

Grade  2  • .  o » o .  <, 
Grade  3>**oo*o 
Grade  ^••e**o0 


0900000000009 

OOO000OO000O0 


• .  40  samples 

•  •  10  s-amples 

•  •  1  sample 

0 •  2  samples 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  lov/  number  of  bad  samples,  even 
though  the  summer  v/as  hot  and  sales  probably  a  record.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  hot  -weather  a  greater  number  of  samples  wore 
taken  this  ye-ar  in  order  to  ensure  that  a  lov/er  standard 
product  was  not  pushed  on  to  the  public,  but  only  samples 
from  one  establishment  in  the  tov/n  needed  investigation. 


Milk 


A  total  of  22  milk  samples  were  taken  over 


the  year  as  follov7s: 


Tuberculin  tested 
(Pasteur is ed) 
Pasteurised  milk 


-12  samples  - 
-11  samples  - 


all  satisf oxtory 
all  satisfactory 


Wate^^ 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1  A  water  samples  were  taken  as  follows: 

From  various  pumps  and  wells  -  10  samples  (2  unsatisfactory 
Town  mains  water  -  2  samples  (all  satisfactory 

As  usual  a  procedure  v/as  adopted  to  endeavour  to  make  owners  connect 
to  the  public  v/ater  supply  in  cases  vThere  samples  were  proved  un¬ 
satisfactory,  Failing  this  the  well  was  cleaned  with  resulting 
improvements , 


i 
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Animals  killed  and  inspected  during  1959  at  the  licenced 
slaughterhouse  -vere  as  follows: 


Catt?  e  Calves 

1 31 9  26 


1^753 


Total 

22795 


Although  the  figures  show  an  increase  it  is  a.  lower  increase 
than  in  previous  years.  This  I  feel  is  due  not  to  any  part 
of  the  management  in  wanting  to  limit  production,  but  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  present  premises. 


At  the  end  of  the  ye.ar  the  building  of  the  new  abattoir  in 
Sta.tion  Road  was  well  under  way,  and  anticipated  to  be  in 
use  in  March,  1960.  The  ca^pacity  of  the  nevj-  premises  are 
such  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  years  ahead  will  see 
increases  similar  if  not  greater*  than  those  in  1955>  1956 
and  1 957 • 


Condemnations : 


Diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis 

1 .  Whole  carcase 

2.  Part  carcase  or  organs 

3.  Percentage  affected 

Affected  with  tuberculosis 

1  .  Whole  carcase 

2.  Part  carcase  or  organs 

3.  Percentage  affected 


Cattle  & 
Cows 


Calves  Sheep 


Pigs 


1 

419 
31  .8 


1 8  5l 

112  956 
1 .9  4.4 


72  -  -  346 

5.6  -  -1.5 


In  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  3  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis 
were  discovered.  In  these  cases  infestation  was  such  that  the 
effected  part  was  condemned  and  the  carcase  removed  to  cold  store 
for  the  recommended  period. 
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Other  condemnations  —  Decompasition  due  to  failure  of  cold  air  plant 


1  calf  carcase 

3  ox  heads  and  tongues 
^  ox  tongue 

8  ox  livers 

9  ox  lungs 

1 0  sheep  plucks 


9  ox  hearts 
7  ox  skirts 
1  0  ox  tails 

6  ox  spleen 

7  pigs  plucks 


Other  Pood  condemned 

If  tins  ham 
1 95  tins  fruit 

27  tins  meat 
6  tins  fish 

43  tins  vegatahle 

i  66  packets  ice  crea.m,  Mousse  and  iced  lollies 
4  Ihs,  sausages 
18  Ihs.  corned  beef 
11  lbs  .14  ox. shoulder  ham 

28  lbs.  gammon  ham. 
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premises 

Sweets  and  confectionery  ...  4 

General  store  26 

Fishmongers  •••  3 

Dairies  4 

Butchers  • • •  i  0 

Bakeries  • • •  3 

Hotels  . • •  5 

Caf6  s  &  Eating  estahlishments  9 

Fish  Friers  • « •  2 

Mobile  Fish  Friers  establishment  ...  1 

Public  Houses  ...  31 

Greengrocers  ...  8 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  23 

Pie  manufacturers  ...  i 

Mai s ter s  ..*  1 

Flour  mills  ...  1 

ng  Acts  etc 
Impr 0 V  em ent  Grant  s 

Applications  received  ...  2 

Grants  made  ...  2 

Small  Dwellings  Loans 

Applications  received  ...  23 

Loans  gra,nted  ...  20 
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Housing  Acts  etc  (Cont^d) 


Under  construction  at  the  end  of  1958 

No  Council  work  was  being  carried  out 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Completed  during  1959 

2  bedroomed  houses  . /• . .  6 

3  bedroomed  houses  . . 6 

Under  construction  at  the  end  of  1959 

2  bedroomed  houses  . . 8 

2bedroomed  bungalows . 8 

2  bedroomed  flats  « o 25 
1  bedroomed  fla.ts  .•<>  ,••••••••••••,  •  9 

3  bedroomed  houses  ,37 

Council  houses  to  date 

Pre  1939  . ..262 

Post  1 939. . . . . . .  o .  .1  .395 


Tota.,  657 


Rent  Act  1  957 


Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair,,  3 

Applications  justified  3 

Undertakings  from  landlords . .  1 

Certificates  of  disrepair  issued* ,  2 


Factories  in  Register 

50 

13 


With  mechanical  power  . . . 

Y/ithout  mechanical  pov^’er  . . . 

Fire  Escape  Certificates  issued  in  1  959 


If* 
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Market  Stalls 
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3966  stalls  were  occupied  during  1959*  This  is  an  increase  of 
417  over  last  year,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  additional  stalls 
and  space  were  available  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  letting 
between  Easter  and  Christmas. 

The  graph  shows  the  trend  of  the  market  over  the  past  10  years: 


The  monthly  trend  for  1  959  is  shown  on  the  graph  below: 
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New  v7ork 

87  plans  were  deposited  during  the  year  for  Building  Byelav;s 
approval  and/or  for  consent  under  the  Town  and  Country  planning 
Acts  and  Regulations. 

14  neYj  private  dwellings  were  completed  and  5  were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Since  the  treatment  works  came  into  operation  41 2, 7^9 >000  gallons 
of  raw  sewage  have  Been  received  and  recorded  at  the  works. 
123>348>000  gallons  of  this  were  received  during  1959« 

The  planned  additions  to  the  sewage  treatment  Vv^orks  to  accommodate 
sewage  from  Eaton  Socon,  Little  Paxton  and  Southoe  and  some  town 
expansion  commenced  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  These 
additions  include  2  storm  tanks,  1  settlement  tank,  3  filters, 

2  humus  tanks,  2  dosing  syphons,  1  balance  tank,  sludge  pumping 
station,  2  cold  digestion  tanks  and  4  open  sludge  beds.  Work  by 
the  end  of  the  year  v/as  ahead  of  schedule  but  completion  is  not 
anticipated  until  the  end  of  19^0, 

It  is  hoped  that  a  start  can  be  made  on  the  much  needed  new  pumping 
station  for  the  Potto n  Road  area,  in  the  coming  year. 

It  is  also  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  with  the  increa’se  of 
schools  and  completion  of  other  planned  projects  in  the  Almond 
Road  area  that  the  v/hole  sewera  go  system  must  be  reviewed  and  improved. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  compressors  at  the  Leys  Road  sewage 
pumping  station  was  reborded  and  sleeved  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  has  completed  its  running  in  period. 

It  has  also  been  necessary  to  overhaul  certain  parts  of  the  ejectors 
at  this  station. 

Minor  breakdowns  and  adjustments  to  sev/age  pumping  machinery  occurred 
and  were  handled  satisfactorily.  Chiefly  these  were  due  to  normal 
wear  and  tear  and  blockages. 
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The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  presented  no  undue 
problems  during  the  year,  although  the  collection  vehicle  is 
rapidly  reaching  the  stage  where  repair  will  he  uneconomic. 

The  refuse  tip  was  maintained  in  good  condition  throughout  the 
year,  but  the  hot  summer  brought  no  small  fly  breeding  problem. 
Vigorous  attention  was  necessary  to  the  tip  in  the  v/ay  of  daily 
spraying,  dusting  and  covering.  It  was  also  necessary  to  deal 
with  a  number  of  flybreeding  sources  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tip 
which  had  been  a  considerable  source  of  attraction. 

It  is  intended  next  year  to  close  the  Howitts  Lane  tip  during 
the  summer  months  and  make  use  of  a  gravel  pit  at  Little  Paxton 
for  tipping. 

Salvage 

The  charge  of  5/-s  per  visit  for  request  collections  of  salvageable 
waste  paper  has  continued  in  view  of  the  low  price  still  being 
paid  for  baled  waste. 

16  tons  6  cvrbs  1  qrt  of  baled  waste  was  despatched  to  the  mills 
during  the  year,  this  being  an  increase  of  approximately  15^ 
over  last  year. 

Hous ing 

Since  the  presentation  of  my  preliminary  Slum  Clearance  report 
4-8  properties  have  been  dealt  with  either  by  closure,  demolition 
or  purchase.  This  figure  represents  approximately  one  third  of  the 
properties  contained  in  the  report. 

It  is  intended  to  deal  with  another  17  properties  at  least  during  1  96O 
and  an  allocation  of  20  houses  per  year  for  the  building  programme 
is  to  be  made  for  slum  clearance  purposes. 
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Housing  Cont^d 

The  year  sh^v  the  commencement  of  a  survey  and  the  decisions 
formulated  for  the  improvement  of  all  pre  1939  Council  houses. 

A  fairly  large  housing  programme  was  well  under  way,  hy  the 
end  of  the  year  although  hrick  and  some  labour  shortages  have 
caused  delays.  Two  of  the  sites  v/ere  those  of  cleared  old 
properties . 

119  Council  houses  were  painted  externally  by  the  direct  labour 
force  and  4  part  painted.  3  were  decorated  internally  on  change 
of  tenancy  by  contracted  labour  and  4  by  direct  la.bour. 

The  improvements  to  1 6  properties  in  Prospect  Row  some  privately 
owned  and  the  remainder  Council  owned  v/ere  completed  during  the 
year. 

Advantage  is  still  not  being  take  sufficiently  of  improvement 
grant  facilities.  The  response  even  to  the  Standard  G-rant  is 
extremely  disappointing. 

The  year  shov/ed  the  completion  of  more  private  dwellings  than 
for  many  years.  The  Council  has  helped  by  advancing  loans  to 
a  number  of  persons  intending  to  build  a-nd  also  those  wishing 
to  purchase  older  houses. 

Roadg 

Although  very  slow,  much  of  the  District  Road  Improvement  Scheme 
was  completed. 

1  2  new  colour  corrected  mercury  vapour  lamps  and  columns  vrere 
installed  in  New  Street  and  tungsten  lighting  in  the  following 
byTToads  enhanced 

Luke  Street,  Buckley  Road,  Silver  Street,  Montagu  Street, 
River  Terrace,  Priory  Road,  Priory  Lane,  Brook  Street 
and  South  Street. 

I  have  presented  to  the  Council  a  report  on  car  parking  in  the 
tov;-n  and  which  contained  a  number  of  suggestions  of  possible  sites 
and  their  treatment.  Most  of  the  suggestions  were  adopted  and  it 
is  hoped  to  implement  some  of  them  during  f960. 
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The  normal  work  of  gulley  emptying, scavenging,  repairing,  grass 
cutting,  gritting  and  snow  cleo-ring  continued  in  spite  of  in¬ 
creased  road  areas  and  open  spaces. 

The  cleansing  of  road  gullies  was  again  found  to  be  better  and 
more  economica-lly  carried  out  by  Contractors. 

A  substantial  tree  planting  scheme  was  completed  in  Barf ord  Road 
to  the  boundary  (black  and  white  pqj.ars)  and  the  rear  of  Lammas 
Way  (Lambardy  poplars,  sycamore,  maples,  willows). 

Mis  cellaneous 

The  new  public  conveniences  in  South  Street  were  in  use  by 
Christmas  with  a  fev/  minor  outstanding  items  to  be  completed. 

The  t  ennis  courts  (Riversmead)  were  quite  Y^ell  used  but  needed 
considerable  watering  and  attention  during  the  very  hot  months 

Playing  fields  received  as  much  attention  as  could  be  given, 
but  the  single  tractor  owned  by  the  Council  could  not  cover 
the  many  duties  required  of  it  and  the  necessity  for  another 
such  piece  of  equipment  was  proved  beyond  doubt. 

The  lack  of  licences  for  individual  caravans  being  issued  is  the 
result  of  a  policy  of  discouraging  individual  siting,  and  en- 
coura.gement  and  endeavours  to  keep  caravans  on  a  controlled 
site  where  good  conditions  and  proper  sanitary  facilities  exist, 

I  do  feel  however  that  with  the  increo^sing  popularity  of  caravan 
living  for  persons  engaged  in  semi-static  employment  the  one  site 
in  St.Neots  will  eventually  be  in-sufficient ,  and  a  problem  which 
should  be  faced  before  the  sporadic  siting  of  caravans  recurrs, 

A  new  general  purpose  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year  which 
alrea-dy  ha.s  permitted  a  higher  output  by  its  reliability  alone. 


S.DoCOX 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 
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